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Sidney went first to Venice, and soon after his
arrival the Council of Ten granted him license to
bear arms in that city, and in all other cities, towns,
and places in the dominion which he might visit for
purposes of study, and to be accompanied by Lewis
Brysket, his " gentleman attendant," and by three
other servants.* In Venice he passed most of his
time while in Italy. He could not have chosen
better headquarters. The Queen of the Adriatic
was then at the height of her glory. Older than
most of her neighbours and rivals, she had quietly
worked her own way through centuries, caring little
for the political struggles that went on around her.
Neither Guelf nor Ghibelin, she had watched with
but languid interest the Florentine disputes that
made Dante an exile, and the Roman struggles
towards liberty under Rienzi. Now, indeed, in
Sidney's day, when all other Italian states were
sunk in the worst degradation, there were signs of
political life in Venice, and forces were silently pre-
paring for one staunch battle in the cause of free-
dom. But Shakespeare's picture was true. The
Rialto was the heart of Venice, and Antonios and
Shylocks made up the body of her citizens. Hither
came men from all parts of the world, chiefly on
errands of merchandise, though, being assembled,
they knew how to secure other advantages of inter-
course. Adepts in science and letters found here
fellow-workmen with whom they could sympathise,
and from whom they could learn. Arts, newly risen
to unrivalled eminence, here had better patrons and
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